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romantic mesncvf, Ahf, at the suggestion of a friend l resolved
to present this story in another setting the brilliance of which
should outshine even the rhetoric of Lamici. But this work
too was destined to remain unfinished, for the author died
before he was able to complete it.

The Khusrev and Shin'n was like to have made Ahi's
fortune, for some passage from it being shown to Sultan
Selim met with that monarch's approval. Selim asked his
Qazf-cAskers, Zirek-zade and the illustrious Kemal-Pasha-
zade, who had brought the verses under his notice, concerning
the author's age and condition, and on being told that he
was about forty years old and still only a Mulazim, he
ordered them to find him some suitable appointment. Accord-
ingly Kemal-Pasha-zade (himself a very famous poet and man
of letters) offered Ahf in the Sultan's name the Muderrisate
or Principalship of the medrese of Bayezid Pasha in Brusa.
But Zirek-zade privately persuaded the poet to decline this,
saying that as the Sultan had taken a fancy to him he would
be sure to get something better, and that it would appear
mean-spirited to accept so humble a position. And so Ahf,
listening, as was his wont, to bad advice, put off returning
an answer of acceptance. When Selim heard of this hesitation
he was annoyed at the poet's apparent ingratitude or greed,
and exclaimed, 'Then he is not yet tired of the mean estate
of a mulazim! So be it, but look to it that none mention
him to me again!*

Another unfortunate incident which occurred about this
time tended to increase the Sultan's resentment against the
unlucky poet. Ahi chanced to write a ghazel by way of
nazfra or 'parallel' to two well-know poems by Ahmed Pasha
and Nejati. 2 Selim saw, or fancied he saw, a covert allusion

1 cAshiq gives his name, Fenaii-zade Qazi-cAsker Shah Chelebi.
* The ghazels which have for redif the word ^.5 I.